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Sec. 3-1. License required; owner defined. 
 
(a)  No dogs shall be kept within the limits of the town, unless such dog has been licensed by its 

owner in accordance with the statutes of the state. 
 
(b)  Owner shall mean any person owning, keeping or harboring a dog. 
 
(Town Warrant, 1969, Art. 20, § 1) 
 

State law reference(s)--Licensing of dogs, 7 M.R.S.A., § 1454. 
 
Sec. 3-2. Vaccination required; penalty. 
 
(a)  No owner of any dog older than six (6) months, less one (1) day, shall keep or maintain 

such dog unless it has been vaccinated by a veterinary surgeon with anti-rabies vaccine, 
within one (1) year preceding the date on which such dog is kept or maintained. 

 
(b)  Any person found violating this section shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00), nor 

more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), plus costs of prosecution. 
 
(Town Warrant, 1969, Art. 20, § 6) 
 

State law reference(s)--Requirement of vaccination, 7 M.R.S.A., § 1801. 
 
Sec. 3-3. Dogs running at large prohibited; definition. 
 
(a)  No person shall permit any dog licensed or unlicensed to run at large. 
 
(b)  At large shall mean off the premises of the owner, and not under the control of any person 

by means of a chain, rope, or cord of sufficient strength to control the action of the dog (or 
such other personal presence and attentions as will reasonably control the conduct of such 
dog). 

 
(Town Warrant, 1969, Art. 20, § 2) 
 

State law reference(s)--Dogs running at large, 7 M.R.S.A., § 3455. 
 
Sec. 3-4. Vicious and noisy dogs prohibited. 
 
(a)  No person shall keep a noisy or vicious dog in the town which disturbs the peace and quiet 

of any person. 
 
(b)  No person shall keep any dog which has bitten any person. The chief of police, following a 
complaint by any person that a vicious or noisy dog is being kept within the town, shall cause an 
investigation of the complaint to be made. 
 
(c)  If a vicious or noisy dog is found by the chief of police, he shall give written notice to the 



person owning or keeping such dog. Such notice shall require that the dog be quieted, 
removed from the town or destroyed. 

 
(d)  Failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall be a violation of this Code and 

subject to a fine of not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than twenty dollars ($20.00). 
Such fine shall be imposed following proceedings before a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
(Town Warrant, 1961, Art. 79) 
 

State law reference(s)--Complaints of assault by dog, 7 M.R.S.A., § 3605. 
 
Sec. 3-5. Dogs constituting a nuisance. 
 
(a)  Definitions. For use in this section, the following terms are defined: 
 

(1) Dogs shall mean both male and female animals of the canine species, whether 
altered or not. 

 
(2) Owner shall mean any person or persons, firm, association or corporation owning, 

keeping, sheltering or harboring a dog. 
 
(b)  Action constituting a nuisance. It shall be unlawful for an owner, or keeper of a dog to allow 

such dog to cause annoyance or disturbance to any persons by frequent and habitual 
howling, yelping, barking, or by running after or chasing persons, bicycles, automobiles or 
other vehicles. 

 
(c)  Impoundment of nuisance dogs. Any dog constituting a nuisance as set out in subsection 

(b) may be impounded by any member of the humane shelter, or any Winslow police officer, 
if the owner cannot be reasonably located. The owner of the dog shall pay the full cost 
incurred for the board and shelter of the animal. 

 
(d)  Penalty. Any owner violating any of the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be 

subject to a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) or more than one hundred 
dollars ($100.00). 

 
(Ord. No. 5-1983, §§ 1--4, 8-8-85) 
 
Sec. 3-6. Impounding dogs; procedure. 
 
(a)  Any police officer within the town shall seize, impound or restrain: 
 

(1) Any dog kept in violation of section 3-1; or 
 

(2) Any dog running at large. 
 
The officer shall deliver such dog to the person who is duly authorized to have control of 
impounding. 
 



(b)  If the owner of such dog is known or can be located with reasonable diligence, then the 
person who has control of impounding shall personally notify the owner within three (3) days 
of receipt of such dog. If the owner is not known and cannot be located with reasonable 
diligence, then the person who has control of impounding shall post, within forty-eight (48) 
hours of the time such person has taken such dog into his possession, within notices in 
three (3) places in the town, giving a description of the dog, stating where it is impounded 
and the condition for its release. If the owner, within seven (7) days after receiving notice, or 
within seven (7) days after notice has been posted, does not claim such dog, then the 
person having control of impounding, shall dispose of the dog by sale or otherwise, in a 
proper and humane manner. 

 
(c) The person having control of impounding shall keep a record of every dog disposed of by 

sale or otherwise. The record shall include: 
 

(1) Description which identifies the dog with reasonable certainty; 
 

(2) The manner of disposing of the dog; 
 

(3) If the dog was transferred to another person, the name and address of the 
transferee. In addition, the transferee must sign a statement giving his name, 
address, and the date of delivery or receipt of the dog. 

 
(Town Warrant, 1969, Art. 20, § 3) 
 

State law reference(s)--Impounding dogs running at large, 7 M.R.S.A., § 3456. 
 
Sec. 3-7. Conditions of release from impoundment. 
 
(a) In accordance with section 3-5, before any dog may be transferred to another person: 
 

(1) Such dog shall be vaccinated with anti-rabies vaccine, or the transferee shall show 
proof of vaccination within the previous year; 

 
(2) Such dog must be licensed in accordance with the statutes of the state; and 

 
(3) The transferee shall pay to the town treasurer the sum of five dollars ($5.00) for 

vaccination, and the sum of two dollars ($2.00) per day for each day, or part thereof, 
the dog has been impounded. 

 
(Town Warrant, 1969, Art. 20, § 4) 
 
Sec. 3-8. Running at large; penalty. 
 

Instead of or in addition to seizing and impounding the dog, the town may prosecute the  
owner of any dog running at large. Any person, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than  
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), plus the cost of  
prosecution. 

 



(Town Warrant, 1969, Art. 20, § 5) 
 

State law reference(s)--Penalty for dogs running at large, 7 M.R.S.A., § 3457. 
 
Sec. 3-9. Duty to Protect the Health and Safety of the Public. 
 
a. No person shall allow any dog owned by him/her or under his/her control to defecate upon 

public street, road, sidewalk, park or other public property within the Town of Winslow, or 
upon private property (except for that property owned by the owner of the dog) unless such 
defecation is immediately bagged, and removed, and properly and adequately disposed of 
in a sanitary manner in a proper waste receptacle by said owner or controller of the dog. 
This paragraph shall not apply to any dog trained for the purpose of aiding a sight-impaired 
person and engaged in that function or to any person with a handicap who, by reason of 
that handicap, is physically unable to comply with the requirements of this paragraph. 

 
b. Any owner or person who has a dog under his/her control who violates any provision of this 

Section shall, upon adjudication, be fined not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than 
two hundred dollars ($200.00), plus the costs and expenses of prosecution including but not 
limited to the Town’s attorney’s fees and expenses, and the salaries and wages of Town 
personnel involved in investigating, preparing, and prosecuting such violation. All such fines, 
fees, costs, and expenses shall be paid to the Town of Winslow.  

 
(Ord. No. 3-2002, §§ 9, 11/12/02)



 


